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be brougEit back to Him.” Al-Quran 
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SdSi^oae' bitee asJ&StU^he Commander of the "Faithful 
(ieace becrootrmm), “Ymatis the Best way to prepare for 
dedt^’yme (peace beupon him) said, “One should fulfill the 
obligatory acts, abstain from the forbidden, and exhibit exalted 
morals. At that point, one, should not be concerned whether he 

falb upon death or death falls upon him. ” (Bihar al- Anwar, Vol. 6, Pg. 126) 
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l>CertiK tnmgs ^b lfeato rv .upon the person 

Bplcnsiff who ^^yingP 3 ^ ^ 

zfCertam things T)b llgato ry upon the people 
around^the one who is about to die. 
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1. Asking Allah for forgiveness for sins and for His 
mercy. 

2. Noting down in writing any property or trusts 
which he has which belong to others - including 
loans. 

3. Writing down any obligatory Islamic actions which 
have not been performed - Salat, Fasting, Khums, 
Zakat, (obligatory) Hajj, etc... 
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d tfeTtymg Bellev^r ^ 

1. Dying person MUST be laid on his/her back with 
the soles of the feet facing Qiblah. 

2. Shahadatain and acknowledgement of the 12 Imams 
and the other tenets of the faith should be recited. 

3. Recommended supplications to read to the dying 
believer. 
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him too much discomfort. 


5. For a person who is in the agony of death, it is 
recommended to recite the following: Surah Ya Sin 
(36), Surah as-Saffat (37), Surah al-Ahzab (33), Ayat 
al-Kursi, the 54 th verse of Surah al-A’raf and the last 
three verses of Surah al-Baqarah - and as much of 
the Holy Qur’an as possible. 
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More information on: 



• Detailed rites of the dying believer... 


• Rules to be followed after death... 


• Rules of the Washing of the Body (Ghusl), Shroud (Kafan), 
Prayers over the deceased (Salatul Mayyit) and Burial (Dafan)... 

• Responsibilities of the surviving believers towards the 
deceased... 

• The Islamic etiquette in consoling the grieving family... 

Found in “RULES RELATING TO THE DECEASED” 
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“Prescribed foryou,. when dgath approaches any of you 
amriie^leaves ^behind any property, is that he make a 
bequest f5r bis parChts and relatives, in an honorable 


manner, Han obligation on fixe God-wary. ” (Ai-Qumn, zm) 
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2 , Pe bus ^rti^l dTscreJ^on (before dentil) to do 
^ withitd^ be s e eS m; wF r 

3, 5e nas absolutely no control over his 

possessiobsR / f 
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• The^enmnder of ^estate must be divided 
betweerT heirs According to the stipulated 
limits in the Sliari’ah. 
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Islamic” Will 


a Will? 

a^valid wiUHtermed an Intestate, 
assets Will fee distributed in.at cordante with 
thTiaws of 'yoijr 'pi'o'vince and divided as THE 
COURTS see fit 
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“Islamic” Will 

llWfllis writtefLto jMEejot thatafteF one’s death: 

1. A certain task should be completed. 

^ ikpf portion oPhis property is to he given in ownership to 

someone. 

3. The^ ownership of his property be transferred to 
someone else. 

4fSlis wealth be spent for charitable purposes. 

SjJde appoints someone as a guardian for his children and 
dependants. '' 
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iff order to die and -to femain on fhe path of 
IslanTand as a follower of the 12 th Imam, we 
(feed "to- ensure Jthaf even after death, we are 
still' folio wih^ the rule s and dictates of Islam. 
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“'iWpifsjpp^Bio dies without a, will dies the death of 
fie period o f dec^ence (j ^Jii liyy ah ) ”, 


(Wasa’il ash-Shia, Volume 19, Page 259) 
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“It is tio It s oifi e s to sleep except 

with'his Will Txncier hiiThecicL (Wasa’il ash-sfua, Volume 19, Page 259) 
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1. Personal Bank Accounfc» 1 ^ W^sterriHaw,. with the 

ar spoS5e^ i^^^«ccofot«s norrnally transfer 
ov^fkiojpfe' offiel spomse. Tpl'S is notf correct 4-n Islamic 

law. 


• Irtlslam, tnis njotiey must be included in the estate 
total 

• B£st for - husband & "wife to maintain separate 
accounts. 
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2. Joint Bank Accountiw m W ^stefn law, witb-the deafh 

of ^ Spo^se, nopnSlly tr^tfisfer , over to 

Re c®ifepoise^T|ps is apt Correct ifi Islamiiffaw. f 


•-|a Isla!n,-ffiis riioney must J?e divided 50/50 and 
half of it must be included in the estate total. 
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3. Investments: Things such as RRSPs, GICs, Mutual 
Funds, Life-Insurance Policies, etc... must ALL be 
totaled and added to the total estate value before any 
expenses or inheritance is given out. 
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‘Islamic” Will 


of the Will 

4. House 7 Tfochially in'the^^me^of J:he coigt^Ie. If ofie 

jiimts^tl’Ie entife property * 
agail,®ot ^ll o%ed jh Islamip l£w. ^ r 

• lij. Islarfr, !jp% of the value of the house is the 
^ surviving spouses wnile the ofher 50% is the property 

ofpie deceased which mu,st be added to the estate. 

\*Other specifics delated to property - please see ‘ Writing in Islamic Will’ by Sayyid 
Muhammad Rizvi for more details... 
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Islamic 




Will 


Appointing an Executor/Executrix 


1. The executor/executrix will ensure that the provisions and 
wishes in your will are carried out as fully as possible. 


2. They will be responsible for ensuing your will is followed to the 
letter - as long as it does not contravene Islamic law or the laws 
of the country. 

Therefore, it is important to appoint someone whom you are sure has the 
spiritual capacity to carry out such an important task! 
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u 


Islamic 




Will 


Who Inherits? 


There aref^ee degrees IqheTitaQee^^Q^rfiust be worked 
oujSfl order^Spotise js ifotlri-lffis mst^ar the Muslim spouse 
auto^^dppHfefits apd NO Ol^E <J5h prey effit them^ffom this 

right. 


■jpE. 1. Y ohrMuslm parents and Musttm- children 

2>Y our Muslm grandparents and your Muslkii siblings 
3. Musfinr Paternaland Maternal Uncles and Aunts. / 

If a person 'Exists in the u st group, no one from the subsequent 
groups can inherit! / 
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Islamic” Will 


to Keep in Mind 

iBipif sojS’s entire^ summation- of wealth and -other assets a Be 
referred to as the “Estate”: 

1. 50% of a joint bank account; 

2. 50% of the value of a house 

jO*persoMAco^te^^|nc|udi^g stock, bonds, GICs, etc... 
4. Material possessions which are of anyFangible vdlue. 

2> Before me “Estate” can be divided Into |ts portions, any 
pKysfcal Items fahich belonged SOLELY to the deceased and 
- may have a ‘cash value’iHiust be given, a value and that total 
I must be included in the estate. 


Part 



u 


irrrportanyssues 
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Islamic” Will 


to Keep in Mind 

B ca m bfT disfadbuted amongst the heirs, the 

following must be paid: 

• ANY and ALL outstanding debts - legal as well as 
religious: 

• Khum, Zakat, Kaffaarah, Wajib Hajj, etc... 
(5blgatory portion oftbefuneral expenses. / 

2v.Tne One-Third (if-Wifled) must^be taken out of the estate 
affer.the aboyemnounts are Used. * r/ ^ 

• Missed prayers and fasting to be taken from this 
amount. 


Part 



u 


liTTpowantissaes 
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1. It is obligatory upon the eldest son to make up the prayers 
which his father missed - provided that the father did not leave 
them as a deliberate act of transgression. 

2. If the son can not perform them, then he may hire someone 
else to perform them. 

3. The missed prayers of the eldest son’s mother are not 
obligatory upon him, though it is better if he performs them. 

4. If a dying person makes a will that someone should be hired to 
offer his missed prayers, and that hired person performs them 
correctly, then the eldest son will be freed from his obligation. 


27 







INTERNATIONAL REVERT CONFERENCE 2007 



Islamic 




Will 


Debts 

funeral expenses*- 

pajj which he-dia not 
perform^ credit card' 
payments, etc... 


Personal: 1/3 


Example 1: 

Wife 

$8,333.00 

Husband dies leaving 


Or ^ 

$120,000.00 ®o«e wife, oiie^ 


$41,666.00 

sohand one daughter has 
wi’jttefi a WillwijJi ms p/ 3 


if Wife is given 1/3 

Son 

$38,889.00 

right of usage. 

Daughter 

$19,444,00 


TOTAL 

$|20;000.00 


$ 20 , 



$33,333.00 
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‘Islamic” Will 


get “so less”? 

The Juslijpid |fs responsible tomcrfiAe forttis wife ducitfg his 
lifetime - thus, any income or wealth she has is HER 
^poperty. Ste cap keepdlps tfhd demand thgMlfc provide her 

needs. 

2| Tie 'wo®ian^n<emarrf<M which case, her^iew husband is 
"resp o® s lble -to provide for her*and her needs; / 

3, If she cdirriot remarry Jind has groWh-up children, they are 
religiously responsible for her maintenance. / / 
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lTOaughferwomd be provided fo^b/ner>ki3sband - orji^she |s 
still adhinor, tfie^jbei^EroJlTeT o£ other family member. i* 



Therefore, If the deceased wants MORE to go to a specific 
^famw Meinher, he -has The 1/ 3 of his estate which he can 
givelo those members. ^ f * 


30 




INTERNATIONAL REVERT CONFERENCE 2007 


Part 








Example 2: 

Husband dies leaving 
$120,000.00 "one wife, oiie 
soli and one daughter>- 
NO J.written a wijl with Ms 

1/ 3 right of usage. 


Islamic 


Will 


Debts 

*<Flmeral expensesr 
Bajj which he-dia not 

perform? credit card - 

payments, etc... 


Personal:'!/ 3 


Wife 


Son 


Daughter 


TOTAL 


$ 20 , 





$12,500.00 


$58,333.33 


$29,166.67 


$120,000*00 
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Part 








Example 3: 

Wife dies leaving 
$t20, 000.00 |piusband, ofte 
son and one daughter 

Written a will wifh tier 1/3 

right of usage. 


Islamic 


Will 


Debts 

•^Funeral expenses,- 
^ajj which she did 
not perform, credit 5 
card payments, "etc... 


Personal : l/3 


Husband 


Son 


Daughter 


TOTAL 


$ 20 , 



$33,333.00 


$16,667.00 


$50,000.00 

Af given 1/3 


$33,333.00 


$16,667.00 


$120,000.00 
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Part 








Example 4: 

Wife dies leaving 
$t20, 000.00 |piusband, ofte 
son and one daughter 

Written a will wifh tier 1/3 

right of usage. 


Islamic 


Will 


Debts 

rfUneral expenses^ 
^Jiajj which sheaid 
not perform, credit^ 
card payments; etc... 


PersonabT./ 3 


Husband 


Son 


Daughter 


TOTAL 




$25,000.00 


$50,000.00 


$25,000.00 


$120,000*00 
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1. We should know that in Canada, inheritance to the 
spouse is NOT TAXED, but if children and others 
inherit, there IS A TAX associated with this. 


• Best to consult your lawyer or local tax office for more details 
on these rules. 

2. There are “ways” around such issues... 
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Part III - Being Buried in an 

Cemetery 

Of utmost importance to be buried in a Muslim cemetery 
for ALL Muslims - it is actually forbidden to be buried in a 
‘non-Muslim’ cemetery - a grave yard in which you are 
surrounded by non-Muslims. 


2. Must make every effort to either establish our own 
separate cemeteries or at least have a ‘separate section’ in 
the graveyard for our own deceased. 

3. Islamic Rule: It is not permitted to bury a Muslim in the graveyard 
of the non-Muslims, nor is it permissible to bury a non-Muslim in 
the graveyard of the Muslims. 
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Although some people may have reservations with becoming a 
“member” of a particular center, we need to realize that 
“membership has its privileges.” 


Being a ‘member’ entitles us to a Muslim burial: 

1. It should be known that it is forbidden to deny ANY 
Muslim an Islamic burial - regardless if he/she is a member 
or not. 

2. We should realize that it is expensive to bury a person and 

being a member helps to offset these costs - purchase of 
replacement burial plots and other expenses. 36 
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Best to ‘look around’ for which community 
in your area has ‘burial services’ and to 
become a “paying member” of that 

community. 
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Part IVHNoniMuslim 



1 . EAST RTTF.S r FTC... 

• Explaining to family members certain aspects of life and death 
in Islam will help ease the tension of having a ‘scene’ at the 
time of the funeral. 

•A correctly written and witnessed will WITH an executor 
helps to ensure that family members who are non-Muslims will 
respect our final rites and that they are carried out according 
to the Islamic laws by a scholar from the Community. 
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2. INHERITANCE: 







• The general principle in Islam is that a Non-Muslim can not 
inherit from a Muslim. In such cases, the ‘divisions’ do not 
apply, but if wanted, a person can use his l/3 to his non- 
Muslim family members. 


3. CUSTODY: 

• Laws may differ by province, however children can not be 
“inherited” or given to just anyone based on religion, creed, 
etc... 
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TO TH* RU ISKJSKJ* 

AlrATULiAH Al - UfMA .\I HAl| 
JIS-SAWIB 1 Al 1 AJ.-0L‘SAI&4l A^ShliSrAKl 

RAKKIAfl.L) H=Y KAI I KM KElIMn 


RULES RELATING 
TO THE DECEASED 

The practical rulings and philosophy behind 
many of the actions relating to the deceased 
according to the rulings of Ayatullah al-Uzma 
al-Hajj as-Sayyid "Ali al-Husaini as-Seestani 

Translated by Saleem Bhimji 

Available from www.al-haqq.com 

For $8.00 
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Manaazile Aakhirat 

This work discusses the ‘next life’ and ends with 
a detailed list of actions which we can perform in 
this world to ensure our safety in the next... 

Shaykh Abbas al-Qummi 

Available from www.al-haqq.com 
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